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From Canberra to Carlow 

A rare chance to see the world famous Woodturner Richard Raffan  
 
Richard Raffan is probably the world’s best known woodturner.  Famous as a bowl and box 
maker, he is just as well-known as a teacher, demonstrator and author of classic woodturning 
books and videos. For nearly 40 years Raffan has been a major technical and artistic influence on 
woodturners worldwide.  English born and Australia based since 1982, he will be on our shores 
for 10 days of classes and demonstrations, at the invitation of one of Ireland’s top woodturners, 
Glenn Lucas 
 
“On Richard’s last visit to Ireland in 1986, I was 12 years old and my most treasured possession 
was a tool box full of hand-me-downs from my grandfather,” says Glenn Lucas.  “Four years later 
when I got involved in the Irish Woodturners Guild, the influence of Raffan’s visit was still strong.  
Then, still in my teens, I often heard his name mentioned by others who inspired me.  Ciarán 
Forbes spent 6 months working with him in Devon.  Liam O’Neill acknowledges that Raffan was 
his greatest influence.  Liam Flynn was inspired by his teaching, his skill and his approach to 
turning.  Roger Bennett would consider his book ‘Turned Bowl Design’ to be his bible!   
 
I now have the facility to run classes and am in touch with the Irish woodturning community on a 
regular basis.  I am fulfilling a long held ambition to meet Richard and see him work.  I am 
delighted that he has accepted my invitation to Ireland.  I am sure that he will inspire the next 
generation of turners and that this visit will be remembered as inspirational for many years.” 
 
Richard Raffan began turning wood in England in 1970 at the age of 26, leaving a successful 
career in the London wine trade.  Although largely self-taught he soon established himself as a 
studio turner and leading figure in the hand-crafts revival at a time when woodturning had almost 
vanished as a craft.  From the early 1970s his work has been purchased for public and private 
collections worldwide.  
 
Raffan began teaching in 1980 and has taught at around 500 symposiums and workshops 
worldwide including America, Canada, Europe and Australasia.  Now semi-retired, he limits his 
teaching to just a few weeks annually. 
 
MORE …. Turners from around the world 
Glenn Lucas runs classes from his workshop in Co Carlow on a regular basis.  Each year Glenn 
is inviting turners whose work and techniques he admires.  Mark Baker (UK) demonstrated in the 
workshop in 2008.  Richard Raffan from Australia is the 2009 international turner and in 2010 
Mike Mahoney from the USA will be the guest turner.   
 
COMING SOON … Irish Turners 
Alongside this line up of international greats, over the next 2 years Glenn has invited many Irish 
friends to demonstrate at his Co Carlow workshop.  They include, Roger Bennett, David 
Comerford, Liam Flynn, Ciarán Forbes, Mark Hanvey, Brendan Hogg and Liam O’Neill.  
Some of these well-known woodturners are rarely seen on the Irish circuit.  See 
www.glennlucas.com for schedule, soon to be updated. 
 
Richard Raffan events 
What:  3 all-day demonstrations and 2 three-day masterclasses 
When:  from 27 May to 6th June 2009 
Where:  5 events in Co Carlow  
Cost:  Demonstration !40, 3-day Masterclass !360 - classes almost full! 
 
Booking forms attached  Reserve your place, use the form 1 or 2 attached  
Important !  Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 
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Booking form 1 - Richard Raffan MASTERCLASS 

 
I   (your name)    would like to book a place on the course ticked below.   
 
Email:        
 
Address:             
 
Tel:        Mobile:       
 
Masterclass only 
I understand that the Richard Raffan Masterclass will comprise the following: 
Access to Richard Raffan for 3 days.  The classes will be based around Richard showing me 
different methods and techniques of working, which I will get to practice.  I will be one of no more 
than 10 turners on this course all of whom will have some experience on the lathe.  I will have 
access to all necessary tools, a fully equipped workshop including materials and share one of 5 
professional lathes. A home-cooked lunch and coffee break will be provided each day.  Glenn 
Lucas will be at hand throughout the class if I need further assistance. I fully understand the 
terms and conditions of the workshop, outlined below. I am enclosing a cheque for !80, a deposit 
to reserve my place. 
 
Signed:       Date:     
 
Please tick 
tick date Discription (all in Glenn Lucas workshop 

unless otherwise stated) 
full amount deposit 

enclosed 
full  

Wed 27-Fri 29 May 

 

Hands on Masterclass 1 with Richard Raffan, 9am-
5pm 

 

!360 

 

!80* 

X Sat 30 May Demo 1 Richard Raffan 
Reserved by South East Chapter  

  

X 

 

Sun 31 May Demo 2 Richard Raffan, 10am-4pm   

 
X 

Mon 1 June (bank 
hol) 

Demo 3 Richard Raffan, 10am-4pm   
 

  
Tues 2-Thurs 4 
June 

 
Hands on Masterclass 2 with Richard 
Raffan, 9am-5pm 

 

 
!360 

 
!80* 

X Sat 6
th
 June Demo 4 Richard Raffan in Northern Ireland 

Reserved by Ulster Chapter  

  

Terms and Conditions for Masterclasses 
Deposit 

*A non-refundable deposit of !80 for the 3-day class is required.  This will reserve your space up to 30th 
April 2009.  At this time, the balance !180 must be paid.  Space will not be reserved beyond this point and 
the class will be filled on a first pay basis.   
Waiting list 
If your desired class is full, you may ask to be put on a waiting list for a cancellation space.  If we are not 
able to place you in the class you will receive a full refund of your deposit.   
Withdrawal from course 
There will be no refund on tuition if a participant withdraws from the class 6 weeks or less prior to the start of 

class.  Unless the vacancy is filled by another student, there is a cancellation fee of !60 which will be 
deducted from the full refunded tuition amount. 
Course cancellation 
We reserve the right to cancel workshops up to 6 weeks prior to the class date.  Full tuition will be refunded 
for a cancelled workshop.  Do not make travel reservations prior to this time as we do not re-emburse for 
any travel expenses made prior to the workshop. 

Please complete and return to :  
Glenn Lucas Woodturning, Knockclonegad, Bagenalstown, Co Carlow 

Enclose cheque payable to Glenn Lucas 
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Email glennlucas@eircom.net 
Booking form 2 - Richard Raffan DEMONSTRATION 

 
 
I   (your name)    would like to book a place on the Demo ticked below. 
 
 
Contact details  
 
Email:        
 
Address:             
 
Tel:        Mobile:       
 
Demonstration only 
I understand that the Richard Raffan Demonstration will comprise the following: 
  There will be approx 30 people at this event.  A home-cooked lunch and coffee break will be 
provided.  Glenn Lucas will be at hand throughout the demo if I need further assistance. I fully 
understand the terms and conditions of the workshop, outlined below. I am enclosing a cheque 
for the deposit of !40 to reserve my place. 

 
 

Signed:       Date:     
 
Please tick 
tick date Discription (all in Glenn Lucas workshop 

unless otherwise stated) 
full amount Reservation fee 

enclosed 
X Wed 27-Fri 29 May Hands on Masterclass 1 with Richard Raffan, 9am-

5pm 

  

X Sat 30 May Demo 1 Richard Raffan 
Reserved by South East Chapter  

  

 
 

 
Sun 31 May 
 

 
Demo 2 Richard Raffan, 10am-4pm 

 
!40 

 
!40* 

 
 

 
Mon 1 June 
(bank hol) 
 

 
Demo 3 Richard Raffan, 10am-4pm 

 
!40 

 
!40* 

X Tues 2-Thurs 4 June Hands on Masterclass 2 with Richard Raffan, 9am-

5pm 

  

X Sat 6
th
 June Demo 4 Richard Raffan in Northern Ireland 

Reserved by Ulster Chapter  
  

 
Terms and Conditions for Demonstration 
Reservation 
*This !40 will reserve your space at the demonstration.  
Waiting list 

If your desired demo is full, you may ask to be put on a waiting list for a cancellation space.  If we are not 
able to place you in the demo you will receive a full refund of your deposit.   
Withdrawal from Demo 
There will be no refund if a participant withdraws from the demo 6 weeks or less prior to the demo.  Unless 
the vacancy is filled by another participant, there is a cancellation fee of !20. 
Demo cancellation 
We reserve the right to cancel workshops up to 6 weeks prior to the demo date.  Full payment will be 
refunded for a cancelled demo.   

Please complete and return to :  
Glenn Lucas Woodturning, Knockclonegad, Bagenalstown, Co Carlow 

Enclose cheque payable to Glenn Lucas 
Email glennlucas@eircom.net 


